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Abstract
The process of writing—of finding the time, of knowing how to pitch the paper, of developing a strong
argument, and of supporting the argument with appropriate sources and data (if empirical)—in order to
produce a paper of 4* quality seems like an impossible task for many. Furthermore, the pressure to
produce quality publications is an institutional requirement, often linked to probation, promotion, and
“REF readiness”. Yet, most importantly, publication offers the opportunity to share researcher thinking
and development with others, and contribute to a growing body of knowledge—an aim in itself that is
both fulfilling and rewarding. In this presentation I will address the concerns and quandaries that writers
face in developing the paper, and then in responding to reviewers, and then, what to do in the face of
rejection. The presentation will also provide an opportunity for attendees to share their own
experiences and strategies with the aim of establishing a writing support network.
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